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WHAT  REPRESENTATIVE  CITIZENS  THINK  ABOUT  PROS- 
TITUTION AND  THE  TREATMENT  OF  PROSTITUTES. 


The  United  States  Public  Health  Service,  with  the  cooperation  of 
various  State  boards  of  health,  recwatly  sent  out  a  questionnaire  on 
the  subject  of  prostitution  to  the  mayors  of  large  cities.  Five  copies 
of  the  questionnaire  were  sent  to  each  mayor.  He  was  requested  to 
distribute  these,  one  to  the  president  of  the  chamber  of  commerce,  one 
to  a  bank  president,  one  to  the  president  of  a  women's  organization, 
one  to  the  diief  of  police,  and  one  to  a  representative  citizen  of  his 
own  selection. 

The  letter  which  accompanied  these  questionnaires  not  only  invited 
a  frank  expression  of  opinion,  but  also  offered,  as  an  additional 
inducement  to  frankness,  the  opportunity  for  omitting  the  name,  if 
tibe  individual  so  desired. 

A  total  of  554  questionnaires  were  returned  from  212  cities.  The 
classification  of  these  replies,  according  to  occupation,  follows: 

Presidents  of  chambers  of  craunerce   88 

Presidents  of  banks   89 

Womn  

diiate  of  poUoe   124 

BspresMtatlve  dttssns   185 

TotaJ  554 

I. 

The  first  question  asked  was  as  follows : 

The  Pablie  Health  Servioe  a&d  the  State  boarit  of  health  belieye  that 
open  houses  of  prostitution  are  a  menace  to  pnblie  health  and  should  be 

abolished  in  every  community.  Do  you  agree  with  this  point  of  view! 
(Yes  or  ao.)  Why? 

The  replies  to  this  question  were: 

Yes  ~  ^1 

0<mdltlonal  ■  •   13 

Did  not  answer  —   5 

It  is  significant  to  note  that  among  the  491  who  voted  "  Yes,**  106 
were  chiefs  of  police,  and  that  only  15  chiefs  of  police  did  not  sub- 
scribe to  the  public  health  point  of  view.  One  police  chief  answered 
82678^—21  ($) 


that  he  agreed  "because  open  houses  of  prostitution  breed  disease, 
crime,  increase  the  number  of  prostitutes,  coirupt  the  morals  of  the 
^     community,  and  are  a  menace  to  the  youth  of  tiie  country.**  Another, 
^      "The  only  reason  I  have  ever  heard  advanced  in  favor  of  houses  of 
prostitution  is  that  they  protect  innocent  girls.    I  am  opposed  to 
o      sacrificing  any  woman  to  benefit  others."  Another,  "  Yes.  The  pros- 
^7      titute  is  one  of  the  greatest  menaces  to  any  community,  and  why 
^^^^  leave  an  avenue  open  for  young  men  and  women  to  ruin  their  lives, 
^      as  well  as  those  of  children  yet  unborn."   Another,  "  Yes.  Because 
it  is  the  principal  cause  of  the  spread  of  venereal  disease." 

One  hundred  and  sixty-four  representative  citizens,  among  them 
mayors,  city  attorneys,  dentists,  real  estote  agents,  tra^neling  salesmen, 
merchants,  manufacturers,  lawyers,  and  judges,  voted  "Yes,"  as^ 
against  15  opposed.  A  citizen  of  California  answered,  "  Yes.  In- 
mates of  houses  of  prostitution  can  not  be  successfully  examined  for 
venereal  diseases.  Also,  the  oi>en  house  creates  a  d^nand  tiiat  must 
be  filled  by  our  young  girls.  Segregaticm  does  not  segregate*"  An- 
other, a  citizen  of  Florida,  replied,  "  Yes.  Because  open  houses  of 
prostitution  put  the  State  in  the  position  of  authorizing  and  protect- 
ing vice,  and  this  should  no  more  be  done  than  to  establish  a  zone  in 
the  cities  in  whidi  murder  may  lawfully  be  conmdtted." 

From  a  banker  in  Minnesota  came  the  reply,  "  Yes.  Advancing 
civilization  has  demonstrated  the  weakness  of  the  old  theory,  and 
there  is  no  valid  argument  in  favor  of  prostitution." 
These  replies  are  typical  of  the  49L 

IL 

The  second  question  dealt  with  the  alternative  point  of  view: 
Or  do  you  believe  that  there  theald  he  epen  houM  of  pzoititatioa  in 

your  city?   (Yes  or  no.)  Why? 
The  replies  to  this  question  were : 

No  ^ 

Oonditiona]   U 

Did  not  answer   22 

Of  124  chiefs  of  police  replying  to  this  question,  only  14  favored  * 
open  houses  of  prostitution,  as  against  106  opposed  to  such  houses. 

The  following  are  a  iew  of  the  typical  replies  of  representative 
citizens  to  this  question : 

No.  Prostitution  is  not  a  necessary  evU;  hmce  ^riby  encourage  its  growth  or 
maintenance? — Indiana  citizen. 

No,  Because  no  way  has  yet  been  devised  whereby  such  places  can  be 
controHed  to  sadi  an  extmt  as  to  prevent  the  spread  of  disease.— iftnae«ota 
eii4ssen^ 
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No.   As  well  favor  gambling,  open  schools  for  crime,  and  criminals  of  all 
classes. — Nebraska  citi:::m. 
No.  They  are  disease  spreaders  and  a  disgrace  to  any  city*— Akotfe  Island 

The  representative  of  a  women's  organization  in  New  Jersey  wrote, 
"No.  To  accomplish  our  aim,  which  is  the  health  of  onr  Nation, 
drastic  aboiisiiment  of  every  institution  which  is  the  nucleus  of  the 
social  diseases  should  be  sought."  Two  hundred  club  women  in  the 
State  of  Washington  answered  tiirough  tiieir  representative,  "  No. 
Experience  in  our  home  city  shows  a  reduction  of  the  evil  since  the 
red-light  district  was  closed."  The  representative  of  another 
women's  organization  in  Indiana  replied,  "No.  Chiefly  because  I 
have  three  girls  and  two  boys.  These  houses  must  draw  from  some 
mother's  children— why  not  mine?  If  open  houses  are  tolerated  we 
countenance  them  and  sanction  their  place  in  sociely.*' 

m. 

The  third  question  was  as  follows : 

Or  do  you  believe  that  there  should  be  a  segregated  district  in  which 
prostitatesihouldbeaUowedtoply  their  trade)  (Yes  or  no.)  Why} 

The  replies  to  tills  questi<m  were: 

No  ^6 

Yes   «7 

Conditional   81 

Did  not  answer  —  10 

In  considering  the  angwera  to  this  question  it  is  again  important 
to  note  that  102  chiefs  of  police  voted    No,"  against  16  voting  i» 

favor  of  the  segregated  district,  and  the  reasons  advanced  by  those 
opposed  to  the  segregated  district  lend  additional  significance  to  the 
figures. 

Some  of  the  characteristic  replies  indicative  of  changed  public 
sentiment  are  as  follows : 

The  worst  pos8U)le  policy  that  could  be  tolerated  in  any  city  with  which  I  am 
aCQoainted  is  segregation.— Otfy  attorney,  Indiana. 

No,  Because  the  worst  form  of  open  houses  is  tlie  so-called  segregated  dis- 
trict, whidi  advertises  itself  and  is  considered  legal  because  tolerated  It  ruins 
fbe  contigoous  property  and  contaminates  the  neighborhood.  It  is  not  segre- 
gated, but  is  located  in  a  certain  part  of  th^  iity.—BepresentaHve,  Missouri 
Chamber  of  Conmerce. 

No.  No  legalized  connivance  with  crime.  Don't  make  it  easy;  make  it 
HABDI  "Vice  seoi  too  often  face  to  face,  we  first  endure,  then  pity,  then 
embnee^^MoBsachMsetts  hanker. 

As  rewMmabfy  s^regate  smallpox  or  diphtheria  and  allow  those  who  frequent 
the  segregated  district  to  cohabit  with  the  victims  and,  retuminfc  mingle  with 
fbeir  intimates  without  disii^eetton.— PeimayiiHmig  bonter. 


5 

No.  A  segregated  district  never  segregates.  It  may  s^^r^te  some  woawi, 
but  it  never  segregates  the  men  who  carry  inflection  to  the  innocent — g^pr» 
sentative,  women's  organization,  Georgia. 

No.   Believe  in  virtue,  not  vice. — Massachutetbs  oiti^en. 

No.  Moral  leprosy  should  be  eliminated,  not  segregated.— Fe«D  Hampahira 
citizen. 

No.   The  segregated  district  is  a  temptation  for  somebody's  boy  and  a  snare 

for  somebody's  dVLUghter— North  Dakota  citizen. 

To  segregate  implies  the  right  to  carry  on  prostitution  in  the  district,  and 
it  is  no  more  justifiable  than  would  be  a  segregated  district  for  gamblers.— 

Nebraska  citizen. 

No.   They  have  proven  impracticable. — Massachusetts  chief  of  paUoa, 

No.    Don't  believe  in  segregated  crime.— Missottri  chief  of  police. 

No.   They  are  places  for  breeding  of  diseases  and  making  of  criminals^ 

Massachusetts  chief  of  police. 

No.    Might  as  well  segr^ate  murder, — Pennsylvania  chief  of  police. 

No.  Because  from  my  experience,  a  segregated  district  does  not  segregate 
and  is  like  a  contagious  disease  and  spreads  all  over,— New  York  chief  of  poUee. 

No.  Because  for  32  years  I  have  been  on  the  police  corps  and  have  seen  so 
much  I  hope  1  wUl  never  see  houses  of  prostitution  open  SLg^in.— Virginia  chief 
of  police. 

These  replies  would  indicate  how  unwarrantable  are  the  jfears  re- 
cently expressed  by  some  that  postwar  opinion  was  tending  to  favor 

a  return  to  the  prewar  tolerance  of  the  segregated  district.  Public 
opinion  has  not  alone  been  changed;  the  public  has  been  educated  in 
the  proce^ 

IV. 


The  fourth  question  asked  was: 

Do  you  believe  all  prostitutes  and  their  patrons  should  be  treated  alike 
(subjected  to  thorough  medical  examination  to  ascertain  if  they  have  a 
oomBUBioable  diiease,  and  if  found  infected,  placed  under  strict  surveil- 
lanoe  until  disease  is  bo  leager  ooBunaiiieable)  t  (Tes  m  no.)  Why  1 

Beplies  to  this  question  were  as  follows: 

N?_Z"™ZIZIIIIZII"    26 

Conditional  :  

Did  not  answer   ^7 

Of  the  number  answering  "  Yes,"  114  were  chiefs  of  police.  Only 
three  of  these  chiefis  answered  **  No.**  One  gave  as  his  reason  for 

answering  "  Yes,"  "  I  believe  that  the  diseases  which  prostitutes  and 
their  patrons  have  are  more  dangerous  to  the  public  than  smallpox 
and  still  we  qoarantjjie  smallpox."  Another,  "  No  rules  Qan  be  too 
strict  in  tWs  matter,  as  the  health  of  some  innocent  person  may  be 
affected  by  coming  in  contact  witli  a  person  having  a  venereal  dis- 
ease." 

The  representative  of  a  Massachusetts  women's  organization,  in 
answering   Yes,"  gave  as  her  reason,   Morality  and  health  of  the 


public  have  no  sex."  Another,  "  Female  prostitutes  rarely  marry, 
but  male  prostitutes  do  marry,  usually  a  pure  girl.  She  and  her 
children  are  the  sufferers." .  . 

"The  public  good  requires  that  every  possible  means  ^ould  be 
employed  to  cure  and  prevent  the  spread  of  venereal  disease,"  wrote 
a  New  York  banker. 

Another  banker  in  North  Carolina  answered,  "  Yes.  Treat  them 
aU  alike.  Treat  'em  Fough.  Do  anything  to  rid  the  country  of 
them"  The  same  idea  may  perhaps  have  lodged  in  the  mind  of  a 
mayor  of  a  Nebraska  city,  who  wrote,  "  I  fight  them  all — try  to  run 
them  out  of  this  city  and  I  am  not  running  a  sanitarium  for  prosti- 
tutes and  pimps." 

¥• 

The  last  question  was : 

Or  do  yon  believe  that  only  female  prostitutes  should  be  so  treated  t 

(Yes  or  no.)  Why? 
The  answers  to  this  question  were: 

No   42» 

Yes    21 

Ckmditional   .   9 

Did  not  answer    95 

On  this  question,  101  chiefs  of  police  voted  unanimously  "No." 
Women's  organizations  voted  67  "  No  "  to  1 "  Yes."  The  largest  num- 
ber of  those  voting  "  Yes  "  was  found  among  the  representative  citi- 
zens, but  here  the  vote  stood  "  Yes  "  14, "  No  "  142. 

A  sergeant  of  police  gave  as  his  reason  for  answering  "  No,"  "  I  do 
not  believe  in  establishing  one  standard  for  women  and  another  for 
men  along  this  line."  A  chief  of  police,  "  No.  Because  both  sexes 
can  spread  venereal  disease."  Another  chief  of  police,  "No.  A 
square  deal  for  all  and  special  privileges  for  none." 

"I  believe  that  the  suppression  of  the  venereal  diseases  is  the  par- 
amount duty  of  the  nation  to-day,"  wrote  a  banker.  Another  banker, 
"  The  idea  of  scorning  a  girl  that  has  fallen  and  winking  at  a  man 
because  he  got  away  with  it  is,  to  my  mind,  at  tJie  bottom  of  much 
of  the  evil.  Both  are  human,  and  if  it  is  wrong  for  one  sex  it  is 
wrong  for  the  other." 

A  representative  citizen  of  North  Carolina  wrote,  "No.  You  are 
particularly  fortunate  in  your  term  '  female  prostitute.'  If  public 
sentiment  could  only  be  educated  to  take  this  view  of  it  and  look  upon 
the  patron  as  a  prostitute  also,  a  great  step  forward  would  have  been 
taken."  The  representative  of  another  women's  organization  in 
Massachusetts  wrote,  "No.  If  only  one  were  to  be  examined  and 
tareated  it  should  be  the  patron,  since  the  prostitute  harms  only  the 
patron,  while  the  patron  may  harm  numbm  of  innocent  viovam  and 
children*" 


"Both,"  wrote  a  Massachusetts  merchant.  "I  see  no  reason  for 
any  favoritism.  It's  a  poor  rule  that  won't  work  both  ways.  I  am 
not  strong  on  the  ^  woman  tempted  me.'  I  believe  the  man  helps  60 
per  cent  to  his  own  fall." 

"  Why  discriminate?"  asked  a  president  of  a  chamber  of  commerce. 
**The  patron  is  as  much  a  menace  as  the  prostitute."  "What  has  sex 
to  do  with  the  problem?"  inquired  the  secretary  of  a  commercial  club, 
and  a  Minnesota  chief  of  police  answered  "No.  Whyi  Fool 
question." 

The  replies  quoted  above  are  typical  of  those  received. 

VL 

The  8.1  per  cent  which  disagreed  with  the  point  of  view  of  the 
Public  Health  Service  on  the  first  question  can  be  briefly  dismissed. 
They  advanced  as  their  reasons,  with  almost  invariable  iteration,  the 
shop-worn  arguments  which  experience  in  dealing  with  the  problem 
of  prostitution  has  disproved.  "  Houses  of  prostitution  are  necessary 
evils."  "Prostitution  is  a  necessity."  "Without  prostitution  some 
good  girl  would  be  ruined."  "Medical  supervision  and  periodical 
inspection  is  the  practical  solution."  "  The  segr^ted  district  de- 
creases  crime  by  enabling  police  supervision  of  a  recognized  crime 
center."  "Safeguards  against  sex  perversion  by  providing  an  out- 
let for  the  unrestricted  appetites  of  men."  "  Protects  boys  and  young 
men  from  contact  with  the  prostitutes  by  removing  temptation  from 
the  streets  and  residential  district."  "Decreases  prostitotion  by 
regulation."  "  Protects  the  community  from  demoralizing  and  det- 
rimental proximity  of  prostitution."  "  Decreases  graft  in  connection 
with  prostitution  and  the  exploiting  of  prostitutes." 

The  obvious  fatuity  of  the  arguments  advanced  by  this  <™^H 
minority  does  not  warrant  <^e  allotoi^  of  additional  space  to  quota- 
tions. 

VII. 

A  large  number  of  those  replying  supplemented  their  answers  with 
letters.  These  are  worthy  of  quotation  at  length.  Limitation  of 
space,  however,  prevents  iUie  inclusion  of  more  than  a  few  excerpts. 

A  representative  citizen  of  Georgia  said  in  part:  "Since  the  time 
the  Government,  on  account  of  Macon's  proximity  to  Camp  Wheeler, 
closed  up  the  segregated  district  here,  there  has  been,  as  far  as  I  am 
able  to  learn,  far  less  prostitution  and  disease  than  before.  No  one 
whose  opinion  is  worth  considering  desires  a  return  to  the  old  condi- 
ti<ms.  Perhaps  real-estate  speculators,  a  few  of  them,  may,  but 
public  sentiment,  on  the  whole,  is  against  it.  Conditions  are  still 
open  to  criticism,  but  formerly  they  were  vile." 
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«The  Government  venereal  disease  dinic  did  great  good  here  and 
it  is  a  thousand  pities  that  there  is  not  a  dime  for  venereal  diseases 

in  every  community."  . 

"  What  our  people  need  is  education  along  these  hnes,  in  addition 
to  the  religions  training  which  homes  and  churches  aU  too  seldom 

give  about  personal  purity." 

"A  Government  lecturer  came  to  Macon  once  with  a  set  of  slides 
about  venereal  disease,  and  many  men  remfflnber  to  this  day.  what 
they  then  learned.   Courses  of  lectures  at  frequent  mtervate  Would 

be  of  utmost  value."  ••,   ^  ^ 

« I  have  always  tried  to  be  a  he-man,"  wrote  the  president  of  a 
chamber  of  commerce, «  but  frankly,  that  kind  of  a  debasing  influence 
which  a  segregated  district  throws  around  it  will  always  hold  a  city. 

down."  . 
If  ^oourag^ent  were  needed  by  public  health  officers,  it  could 

be  found  in  plMity  in  some  of  these  letters.  "  This  is  a  great  move  in 
the  right  direction,"  wrote  an  Ohio  banker, "  no  other  disease  known 
to  the  human  race  does  so  much  damage,"  and  the  owner  of  a  depart- 
ment store  in  an  Ohio  city  said,  "  More  power  to  the  educational 
adivities  of  your  department." 

It  remained  for  a  superintendent  of  police  in  a  Nebraska  dty  to 
sound  the  call  to  high  oadeavor : 

"We  mrst  face  this  problem  resolutely,  frankly,  and  fearlessly, 
molding  public  sentiment  as  we  go,  but  never  turning  back  on  the 
program  started  by  the  Govecnmeut  during  the  wax." 


Ai>i>moNAi>  oopms 

or  THIS  PUBUCATION  MAT  BE  FEOCTOED  rBOM 
tHE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  DOCUHKHU 
OOTERNUENT  FBINTINO  OnHB 
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